
1 
 

ACTIVITY AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
Letter Hunt- I will hide cut letters at three-year-old eye level all over the 
room so that they are there when students arrive. At the gathering rug, 
we will have a white board with all 26 letters on it so that as students 
find letters, they can match them up to the letters on the board. At 
gathering, we will talk about the letters everyone found and review the 
letters of the alphabet.  

EXPECTED 
DURATION/TIME: 
Casually over the 
duration of arrival, then 
15 minutes at gathering. 

Reflection 
What went well? How might I change this 
activity the next time I use it? How will I 
follow up with students on this content?  

GOAL: What is the overall goal of the day? How does this activity contribute to the larger goal of 
the day and unit? The goal of the day is to kick off the letter recognition unit. This will serve to make 
them excited about letters, as well as to give me a read on the letters that students know.  
 

-This activity was a hit! They loved 
searching for letters. I did have some 
trouble with kids who knew their letters 
really well and tried to find all the letters 
before anyone else. I redirected these kids 
and invited them to help out the shyer kids 
and the ones who need more support. This 
turned into a lovely activity where some of 
our more vocal students were helping out 
some of our less advanced students. The 
less advanced students got excited about 
the activity. In some cases they knew the 
letter on their own but seemed to gain the 
confidence to share it by having a friend 
help. Others did not know the letters but 
learned them from their friends. In either 
case, they were excited and proud to share 
them. 
I was pleasantly surprised by B, D, and J—
I did not expect any of them to know many 
letters and all three found and named 
many letters. J and B  in particular, were 
eagerly naming every letter they saw. 
Morning meeting did not go as planned. I 
wanted each student to name the letter 
they found. The students, however, were 
really restless and not in the mood to sit 
through a meeting. I instead pointed to the 
letters one by one as we sang the alphabet, 
and invited kids to jump up when we said 
the letter they found.  

STANDARDS ADDRESSED:  GOLD 16-Demonstrates knowledge of the alphabet a. 
Identifies and names letters. 
 
HOOK/RATIONALE: How does this connect to what we’ve done in previous days? In the 
previous activity? Why will the students care about this lesson? How will I generate buy in? 
We have done very little so far with letter recognition. But, the students enjoy hunts and collections. 
This will serve as a fun introduction to letters, because it will give them a task surrounding letters.  
 
MATERIALS: What materials do I need access to? What preparation needs to be done ahead of 
time? 
White board, marker, letters, tape, clipboard with observation notes, pointer 
 
Letters need to be hidden the night before, and the board needs to have the letters written on it. 
Letters on the board need to be written so that they look the same as the machine cut letters.  
 
TRANSITION: How will I get from the last activity to this one? What are the natural connections 
to what we were doing before? 
.  
It will kick off the day upon their entry into the classroom Morning meeting will connect naturally to 
the hunt since the hunt will be wrapping as gathering begins.  
DIRECTIONS/EXECUTION: How do I communicate direction effectively (Consider: use as few 
words as possible, layer instructions, get students in action as fast as possible, engage students in 
the process, use tools other than verbal directions) 
What letter do you have? If you don’t know, find a friend who does.  
What letter on the board looks like this one? Do you know which letters in the alphabet go near your 
letter? 
 
ASSESSMENT: How will I know what students learned from this activity? 
Who can correctly match the letters? Who can correctly name the letters? We will keep the alphabet 
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chart up for  a few days and invite the students to revisit it and name letters for us.  In general, the 
purpose of this activity is more of a kick off and opening read of the students than a performance 
task. 
 
CLOSING: How will I get from this activity to the next? How will I know when the activity is 
done? 
 The review of the letters will conclude morning meeting. They will then go to centers.  
Did you remember to consider: 

• Go through the activity as a student – where might you get stuck, what do you need to be 
successful? 
- Help recognizing and naming letters 
- Help figuring out where to put the letters 

• What could go wrong and how will you respond? What is your Plan B? 
- Students don’t know any letters… in which case, change to telling them what they’ve found 
and using morning meeting to review the alphabet 

• How will individual students react to the activity? 
- B, N, D, and E may struggle with naming letters. 
- S, Z, Lukas, A, and R will know many letters 

• How will you modify or change to accommodate the different needs of different students? 
- More hints 
- Helping them to refer to the alphabet line in our room 
- Ask students who really excel where else they see the letter they found in the room 

 
 
 
 


